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October usually is an enjoyable time of the year in the United States. The autumn season manifests itself with wonderful fall foliage in many parts of the country. The temperatures are cooler, inviting people outdoors for nature walks, apple or pumpkin picking. School routines are more established and football season is in full swing. The celebrations of the Church for the month of October are also wonderful and unique. The feasts of some of the most popular saints of the universal Church are celebrated during this month: St. Therese the Little Flower (France), St. Francis of Assisi (Italy) and St. Teresa of Avila (Spain). These saints come from different countries, and in honoring these saints we can include cultural dishes or activities from each country to make the feastday even more special. Read more about the lives of these saints. Perhaps the family can pick one virtue that each saint practiced well and try to implement it. 

The feasts in October also include two of the most popular, time-honored devotions of Catholics, the devotion to the Holy Rosary (October 7) and the Guardian Angels (October 2). In October 2002 our Holy Father John Paul II wrote the Apostolic Letter Rosarium Virginis Mariae (the Rosary of the Virgin Mary)." This letter introduced five new mysteries, called the Luminous or Mysteries of Light, which are (1) Jesus' Baptism in the Jordan, (2) Jesus' self-manifestation at the wedding of Cana, (3) Proclamation of the Kingdom of God, with the call to conversion, (4) the Transfiguration, and (5) the Institution of the Eucharist. Try to make a more concerted effort to pray the Rosary together as a family during the month of October, read the Apostolic Letter to understand the beauty of this devotion more deeply, and pray the new Luminous mysteries. October 16 is known as "Pope Day" on which we celebrate the gift of the papacy and our current pope. 
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Every person has a guardian angel assigned to them, and October 2 the Church celebrates the role of these Guardian Angels. We should show devout gratitude to God for placing these angels at our service. Having a guardian should give us confidence during all of life's difficulties. Every Catholic should know the Angele Dei (Angel of God) prayer and pray it often. The Directory on Popular Piety suggests that families pray it at morning and evening prayers or after the Angelus.

Year of St. Paul
“It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me.” 

- Galatians 2:20
Why the Year of St. Paul?

Periodically, the Church sets aside an entire year to encourage all of us to focus on some particular and important aspect of our Faith. This year, we are given an opportunity to honor one of the great saints and founders of the early Church — the Apostle Paul.

In order to commemorate the 2000th anniversary of his birth, Christians all over the world will celebrate “The Year of St. Paul” from June 28, 2008, to June 29, 2009.

As Pope Benedict XVI said in his announcement, this special “Pauline” year is an invitation to join with “The Apostle of the Gentiles, who dedicated himself to the spreading of the good news to all peoples, [and] spent himself for the unity and harmony of all Christians,” adding,“May he guide us and protect us in this bimillenary celebration, helping us to advance in the humble and sincere search for the full unity of all the members of the mystical body of Christ.”

“From [St. Paul] we draw a very important lesson: what counts is to place Jesus Christ at the center of our lives, so that our identity is marked essentially by the encounter, by communion with Christ and with his Word.” — Pope Benedict XVI, The Apostles

 

Mission Sunday October 19th

St. Joseph PSR students will participate in a program entitled "Come and See!" provided by the Columban Mission Education Program.  The students and catechists are about to go on a missionary journey and, like the early disciples, want to know where Jesus lives.  Jesus has given us an open invitation to "come and see!"

This journey will take our students to different lands where they will experience the customs and faith expressions of our brothers and sisters in their search for God.  Each grade level will discover a different part of the world and learn how we can all become Globally Aware Citizens.
· Why take this journey?  We take this journey because it is an act of faith.  Finding Jesus in our brothers and sisters around the globe is what Christianity is all about.

· Why educate for mission?  We educate for mission because Jesus taught us to be missionaries.  Jesus was the first and primary missionary of God.  He was sent to bring us the Good News of God's unconditional love, to tell us that God is constantly among us, and to tell us we are called to be missionaries - to spread the good news of God's love wherever we are. 

Jesus said, "As the Father sent me, so I send you."  (John 20:21)

· Why use the "Come and See!" program?  This program will help both students and catechists: 

1. To awaken an appreciation of the relationship between different nations. 

2. To share the pains and the struggles of the developing nations of the word and to learn how the Church is responding to these situations. 

3. To celebrate the multi-cultural richness of our Church. 

 Our Journey... 

1st Grade:         Korea ~ One world, one home, one family 

2nd Grade:        Fiji ~ Building Christian community 

3rd Grade:         Chile ~ The contrast between the rich and the poor 

4th Grade:         Japan  ~ Respect for other religions 

5th Grade:         Peru ~ Power of the Gospel 

6th Grade:         Philippines ~ Christian citizenship 

7th Grade:         World Poverty

8th Grade:         World Hunger 

Visit the Columban Missions website, www.columban.org for more information!

Exploring the Christian Roots of Halloween

Throughout the centuries man has struggled to keep his focus on the one true Faith and its practices. So many times, though, the pagan superstitions creep back into practice. Although now with a holier purpose, when preparing for the huge feast of All Saints some pagan "cult of the dead" practices seeped into the mainstream. 

In our modern times it is getting harder to be "in" the world but not "of" the world. How are we to explain to our children about the top money-making over-commercialized "holiday" of the year after Christmas? We have an onslaught of Halloween witches, ghosts, ghouls, goblins, vampires, etc. everywhere we turn. How do we bring a message to our children to say that being a Christian does not mean that we cannot have fun? How do we convey that we must not constantly be negative and condemn everything? 

To answer this, we must put on the mind of the Church. All through the centuries the Church has taken secular feasts and tried to "sanctify" or "Christianize" them. The feastday of All Saints itself came from the dedication of the Pantheon, a pagan temple, into a Christian church. This is undoubtedly another way of sanctifying the secular and pagan. Missionaries have to get to know the culture and religion of the country before they can convert the native people of that country. The missionaries have to be able to find some elements in their culture that can help these people identify and understand Christianity at their level. St. Paul tried it with the Greeks. Seeing their altar to the Unknown God, he saw that through their own pagan altar, he was going to bring them to Christianity! 

Instead of just suppressing the whole celebration of Halloween and leaving a gaping hole, the Church gives a replacement focus. The Church has the mindset of "How can this be turned into good, with the focus on the one true God and His Church?" Since All Saints and All Souls feasts are together, we can shift the focus of Halloween to a focus on the Communion of Saints in action. We combine honoring the saints in heaven, remembering our loved ones and then directing the destiny of our own souls by prayer and actions. Through this we see the Mystical Body all in action. 

There are many writings to help one explore the Christian roots of the Halloween festivities. In the activities section there are ideas for an All Hallows' Eve Party to present a fun atmosphere for children living a "Catholic culture." See also other ideas from Florence Berger's Cooking for Christ and Mary Reed Newland's The Year and Our Children. These ideas help use every opportunity as a moment of grace, and a teaching lesson, not a spirit of avoidance because of the pagan background of Halloween. To return to the "sanctified" traditions of Hallowe'en, one can use the opportunity to honor the saints, pray for the Poor Souls and prepare oneself spiritually for two great feastdays of the Catholic Church, All Saints' Day and All Souls' Day. 

By Jennifer Gregory Miller, ©2003. 

http://www.catholicculture.org/culture//liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_2.cfm



St. Paul of the Cross

October 20
St. Paul of the Cross was born at Ovada in the Republic of Genoa on January 3, 1694. His infancy and youth were spent in great innocence and piety. He was inspired to found a congregation, having while in ecstasy beheld the habit which he and his companions were to wear. After consulting his director, Bishop Gastinara of Alexandria in Piedmont, he reached the conclusion that God wished him to establish a congregation in honor of the Passion of Jesus Christ. 

On November 22, 1720, the Bishop vested him with the habit that had been shown to him in a vision, the same that the Passionists wear at the present time. From that moment the saint applied himself to prepare the Rules of his institute, and in 1721 he went to Rome to obtain the approbation of the Holy See. At first he failed, but finally succeeded when Benedict XIV approved the Rules in 1741 and 1746. Meanwhile St. Paul built his first monastery near Obitello. Some time later he established a larger community at the Church of Sts. John and Paul in Rome. 

For fifty years St. Paul remained the indefatigable missionary of Italy. God lavished upon him the greatest gifts in the supernatural order, but he treated himself with the greatest rigor, and believed that he was a useless servant and a great sinner. His saintly death occurred at Rome in the year 1775, at the age of eighty-one. He was canonized by Pope Pius IX in 1867. 

Patron: Passionist order. 

Symbols: Man in Passionist habit, black tunic and mantle, leather belt and rosary with emblem over the heart; cross; book with cross; heart emblem of Passionist order. 

Things to Do: 

· Make a holy hour before the Blessed Sacrament and spend some time meditating on Christ's passion. 

· Study and discuss the symbolism of the emblem of the Passionists, perhaps making a banner. 

· Learn more about St. Paul of the Cross.
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October Newsletter


St. Joseph Parish School of Religion





Important Dates to Remember:





October 5		Class


October 7		First Reconciliation Parent 				Meeting ~ 7:00 p.m. Church


October 12		No Class – Fall Break


October 19		Class, Mission Sunday


October 26		Class 





GUARDIAN ANGEL PRAYER


Angel of God my guardian dear to whom God’s love entrusts me here.�Ever this day be at my side to light and guard, to rule and guide.


					Amen





In the Voting Booth:


A Catholic's Guide


Voting: It is one of our most important responsibilities as citizens. Indeed, the Church teaches that there are three primary responsibilities of all citizens: 


► to pay taxes�► to defend their country�► to vote (Catechism #2240).


Each of these responsibilities asks us to put the good of society and our fellow citizens above our immediate desires and needs. As Catholic voters, the question we must answer is not whether we are better off than four years ago, but whether the needs of the weakest and most defenseless among us are being addressed. In the voting booth, we have a priviledged opportunity to contribute to our nation and promote the common good by bringing the values of teachings of our faith to bear on the issues facing our society.


http://www.osv.com/OSV4MeNav/CatholicsGuidetoVoting/tabid/6824/Default.aspx








