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It’s hard to believe but the school year end is just around the corner.  Our second grader’s received their First Holy Communion on Saturday April 18, 2009.  Each year I have the privilege to attend the retreat with the children and it is such an awesome experience.  A day to bring them closer to Christ and understand the true meaning of what is about to take place.

There's more to a child's first communion than a pretty white dress and a family party. While it is a cause for celebration, that's not what the occasion is about. The event means that the children have studied and understood, to the best of their abilities, the mystery of transubstantiation, the changing of the substance of ordinary bread and wine into the substance of Christ's body and blood. A child should also be able to tell the difference between Eucharistic bread and regular food.

On the day of one's First Communion, and whenever receiving communion thereafter, those partaking must, out of respect for the body and blood of Christ, observe another rule: At least one hour before reception of the sacrament, they must fast, which means they may not eat any food. Taking water and medicine, however, are exceptions. After First Communion, young Catholics must attend church every Sunday, and they are encouraged to receive communion frequently, even weekly. If one has missed Sunday mass without good reason or has committed a mortal sin, that person is expected to go to confession before receiving communion again. Most Catholics go to confession at least once a year, usually during Lent. 

First Communion is a very important and holy day for Catholic children because they are receiving, for the first time, the body and blood of Jesus Christ. By continuing to receive Holy Communion for the rest of their lives, Catholics become one with Christ and believe they will share in His eternal life

Congratulations Nicole, Connor, Andrew, Liam, Hayley, Kimberly, Elyse, Nicholas, Catherine and Gretchen!

Disciple of Christ,

Steven M Fischer
PSR CHANGES for Sunday April 26th!


Next Sunday is a very special weekend for the women of our parish.  They will be experiencing "CRHP".  This will be held next weekend on parish grounds.  To accommodate the women as they enjoy their spiritual weekend we are asking that you drop off and pick up your children in Memorial Hall.  WE WILL NOT BE USING THE LIBRARY OR MAIN ENTRANCE AT ALL.  We have shifted the classrooms as well to be in the back of the school building.
 
To keep it simple I ask that you stay in Memorial Hall - the teachers will pick up their students for class and the teachers will return the students back to Memorial Hall when class is over.  Thank you for your cooperation in making sure the women in our parish have a wonderful spiritual weekend.

Bishop Foys said it best in the messenger to the Diocese and I quote: 

“By His suffering and death Jesus conquered sin and death once and for all.  He is victorious over the grave.   When we are faced with difficulties, when it seems as though there are no answers, when we cannot see the light at the end of the tunnel, when all seems bleak and hopeless, let us recall that in Jesus is our hope, in Jesus is our light, in Jesus is our life!  Jesus is Christ is risen from the dead!  Alleluia!”

I pray that everyone had a blessed and joyous Easter.  May we continue our journey as companions towards the Hope which is Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior!  
PSR SCHEDULE

April 26
Class

May 3

Class
May 10
Class

May 17
9:30 a.m. Mass (ministries) 



PSR Closing (GYM) 
Saint Gerard Majella
(Feast day: October 16)
The Patron Saint of Motherhood
Saint Gerard Majella, the "Patron Saint of Motherhood," was born in 1726 in a small town in the south of Italy called Muro. Gerard was devoted to his widowed mother and he also devoted his life to God and helping others. His selfless help to others in various circumstances endeared him to all sorts of people. He entered the Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer in 1749 and became a lay brother. He was a model of obedience and possesed extraordinary wisdom. He spent his life dedicated to helping the needy and the poor, being poor himself and having an understanding of the sorrows of the needy. He often gave away his earnings and his own food to the poor and those that came to him never left empty-handed. Sometimes how the food or money came to be there was known only to God and to Gerard. He was also known to have mystical abilities such as powers of prophecy, healing, bilocations, the reading of consciences, and so forth. He even predicted the day and hour of his own death. During his short life he helped many and performed many miracles. It seems that God had given him, in particular, the special power to help mothers in need. In life and since his death, he has helped so many women who have prayed to him during labor that he earned the nickname the "Saint of Happy Deliveries." Many mothers from all over the world have even named their child Gerard after him in gratitude, and have adopted him as their patron in the joys and fears of childbirth.
Saint Gerard had a short stay here on earth dying in 1755 at the age of twenty-nine from tuberculosis, but he left a legacy of hope and faith to God that keeps spreading by word of mouth from those familiar with his life story and by those just discovering his miracles.


Prayer for Motherhood
O good St Gerard, powerful intercessor before God and wonder worker of our day, confidently I call upon you and seek your aid.  On Earth you always fulfilled God's designs, help me now to do the holy will of God.  Implore the Master of Life, from whom all paternity proceeds, to render me fruitful in offspring, that I may raise up children to God in this life, and in the world to come, heirs to the Kingdom of His Glory. 
Amen. 


Prayer for a Safe Delivery
O great Saint Gerard, beloved servant of Jesus Christ, perfect imitator of your meek and humble Savior, and devoted child of Mother of God, enkindle within my heart one spark of that heavenly fire of charity which glowed in your heart and made you an angel of love.
O glorious Saint Gerard, because when falsely accused of crime, you did bear, like your Divine Master, without murmur or complaint, the calumnies of wicked men, you have been raised up by God as the patron and protector of expectant mothers.
Preserve me from danger and from the excessive pains accompanying childbirth, and shield the child which I now carry, that it may see the light of day and receive the purifying and life-giving waters of baptism through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.


Prayer for a Special Favor
O Most Blessed Trinity, I your unworthy creature, thank you for all the gifts and privileges which you have granted to Saint Gerard, especially for those virtues with which you have adorned him on earth and the glory which you impart to him in heaven.
Accomplish your work, O Lord, for the greater glory of the Holy Church. 
Glorify him before men and women and through his merits, in union with those of Jesus and Mary, grant me the grace for which I ask …(mention your request)
And you, my powerful intercessor St. Gerard, always so ready to help those who have recourse to you, pray also for me.
Prostrate yourself before the throne of Divine Mercy and please do not leave it without being heard.
To you I confide this important and urgent affair.
Graciously take my cause in hand and let me not end this novena without having experienced in some way the effects of your intercession.
Amen.


Prayer for a sick child 
O most beloved Saint Gerard, who, like the Savior, loved children and by your prayers freed many from disease and even death, listen to us who are pleading for our sick child. We thank God for the great gift of our son/daughter and ask God to restore our child to health if such be the holy will. This favor we beg of you through your love for all children and mothers.
Amen  

http://www.praying4ababy.com/stgerard.html
I chose this saint because the Men on my CRHP weekend have been praying for my wife and the baby when we had complications at 20 weeks.  They gave Kari a medallion and have been praying for us ever since.  God has truly answered their prayers and everyone is fine and now I not only pray for my wife but my expected friend Jessica and our cousin Paisleigh.  Prayer is powerful and there is definitely a healing grace in numbers – God hears and God blesses us abundantly each and everyday!
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St. Paul – Pray for us!











